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jftHEMDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1- (currently amended) A preconnectorized outdoor cable 
coitiprising: 

a messenger section, the messenger section comprising at 
least one strength component and a jacket surrounding the at 
least one strength component; 

a carrier section, the carrier section comprising a jacket 
and a tube, at least one optical waveguide disposed within the 
tube, the optical waveguide being at least partially disposed 
along a path and having an excess fiber length (EFL) greater than 
about 0.0% to about 3.2%; 

a web connecting the respective jackets of the messenger and 
carrier sections; and 

at least one plug connector, the at least one plug connector 
being attached to a first end of the cable, thereby 
connectorizing a first end of the optical waveguide , wherein the 
at least one plug connector includes a crimp housing and a 
connector assembly, the crimp housing having two half-shells that 
secure a portion of the connector assembly therebetween . 

2- (currently amended) The preconnectcrized outdoor cable of 
claim 1, - tho at loact ono plug connector furth< - M: Qompr 4 :3ing a 
crimp houaing, — the c - rimp hcu&ing comprising tw - e - ^alf oholloy the 
two-half shells having a curvilinear longitudinal passageway 
therethrough for routing the at least one optical waveguide to 
the connector assembly ^ and the two half-shells being held 
together by a crimp band 

3. (currently amended) The preconnectcrized outdoor cable of 
claim 1, the crimp housing being a portion of a crimp assembly 
that includes a crimp band for holding the crimp housing together 
and the connector assembly including a ferrule and a connector 
housing tho at loaot ono plug connoctor oomprioing a crimp 
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QQgcmbly and a oonnoctor opD - Qmblyy whca?Gin the cri - mp - aooombly 
jjReludco Q grimp^ houQing and o crimp band and tho oonnootor 
assembly includoo a connector houoing Qnd q fcrrulo . 

4* (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 3, wherein the crimp houging— i DaiapriDOQ two half - Ghollf> r the 
two half-shells having a curvilinear longitudinal passageway 
therethrough and at least one cable clamping portion, the at 
least one cable clamping portion securing at least one strength 
component of the cable therein, and the two half- shells being 
held together by the crimp band. 

5, (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 1 4, one of the tw^ half-shells having at least one rib. 

6, (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 1^ 3/ ^/herein th - e orimp housing comprlGCg — t -^ jo half - shells, 
the two half - GhcllG having a ourvilincar longitudinal po - saageway 
therethrough, at Icaot one coble clamping portion/ and 
connector ag - oombly clamping port -jr &i ^ — the at Icaot one cabl - e 
claiaping portion Dccurlng at Icaot one otrcngth coiuponent - of tho 
cable and the oonnector agoombly — clainping portion oecuring— a 
portion of the connector aggombl - y T — and tho — two half - ghella being 
held together by the crimp band the at least one plug connector 
further comprising a shroud and the crimp housing is at least 
partially disposed within the shroudy the shroud having two 
fingers for mating with a complementary receptacle, . wherein the 
two fingers are disposed about 180 degrees apart and have 
different cross-sectional shapes for keying the plug connector 
with the complementary receptacle . 

7, (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 1, further comprising a heat shrink tube for 
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weatherproofing the preconnectorized outdoor cable, the heat 
shrink tube being disposed over a portion of the at least one 
plug connector and a portion of one of the jackets. 

8. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 1, 
the at least one plug connector further comprising a shroud 
having a first end and a second end^ and a coupling nut. 

9. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 8, 
the shroud defining a pair of openings on opposite sides of the 
first end^ the opening extending lengthwise from a medial portion 
of the shroud to the first end of the shroud, wherein the ferrule 
is accessible within the first end of the shroud- 

10 » (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 8, further comprising a heat shrink tube for 
weatherproofing the preconnectorized outdoor cable, the heat 
shrink tube being disposed about the second end of the shroud and 
a portion of one of the jackets oablp jacket s - 

11. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 8, 
further comprising an Oaring disposed on the shroud for 
weatherproofing the at least one plug connector. 

12. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 1^, 
the at least one plug connector further comprising a shroud 
having a first end and a second end, wherein the shroud has at 
least one alignment indicia for indicating a mating orientation. 

13- (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 1, the at least one plug connector further comprising a 
shroud having a first end and a second end, the shroud has a 
plurality of fingers for mating with a complementary receptacle, 
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wherein at least two of the fingers have different cross- 
sectional shapes profiloo for keying the plug connector with the 
complementary receptacle • 

14. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 1, 
the at least one plug connector having a protective cap and a 
retention wire, wherein the protective cap is attached to the at 
least one plug connector by a retention wire. 

15* (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 1, a 
plurality of the components of the at least one plug connector 
being formed from a UV stabilized material, 

16 • (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 1/ 
the cable having two plug connectors. 

17. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim If a 
dry insert being disposed within the tube. 

18. (currently amended) A preconnectorized outdoor cable, 
comprising: 

a messenger section^ the messenger section comprising at 
least one strength component and a jacket surrounding the at least 
one strength component; 

a carrier section, the carrier section including at least on^ 
optical waveguide and a jacket; 

a web connecting the respective jackets of the messenger 
section and carrier section; and 

at least one plug connector, the at least one plug connector 
being attached to a first end of the cable, thereby 
connectorizing a first end of the optical waveguide^ wherein the 
at least one plug connector coir^rises a crimp assembly, the crimp 
assembly includes a crimp housing that secures a connector 
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assgmbly ,^ the crimp housing comprises two half-shells, the two 
half-shells having a curvilinear longitudinal passageway 
therethrough for routing the at least one optical waveguide, and 
the two half-shells being held together by a crimp band. 

19. (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 18, the at Icaot ona plug connoctor further compriaing q 
e - Jrimp housing, — the crimp— houoing QOflnpriDing two half Qhclls, — tbe 
45WO half - GhcllG having a—ou - r - vilinoQr longitudinal paasagcway 
therethrough for routing "the at leant ono optioal waveguide, and 
the tvfo half - ghol - Jrf>^Qing held together - - by - a crimp band the at 
least one plug connector further comprising a shroud and the 
crimp housing is at least partially disposed within the shroud, 
the shroud having two fingers for mating with a complementary 
receptacle, wherein the two fingers are disposed about 180 
degrees apart and have different cross-sectional shapes for 
keying the plug connector with the complementary receptacle . 

20. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 18, 
one of the half -shells having at least one rib. 

21. (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 18, the two half-shells further comprising: 

at least one cable clamping portion, the at least one cable 
clamping portion securing at least one strength component of the 
cable therein ; 

a connector assembly clamping portion, the connector 
assembly clamping portion securing a portion of the connector 
assembly; and 

a crimp band, the crimp band holding together the two half- 
shells. 

22- (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
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claim 18 r further comprising a heat shrink tube for 
weatherproof ing the preconnectorized outdoor cable, the heat 
shrink tube being disposed over a portion of the at least one 
plug connector and a portion of one of the jackets, 

23- (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 18, 
the at least one plug connector further comprising a shroud 
having a first end and a second end, and a coupling nut. 

24. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 23, 
the shroud defining a pair of openings on opposite sides of the 
first end^ the opening extending lengthwise from a medial portion 
of the shroud to the first end of the shroud, wherein the ferrule 
is accessible within the first end of the shroud. 

25- (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 23, further comprising a heat shrink tube for 
weatherproof ing the preconnectorized outdoor cable, the heat 
shrink tube being disposed about the second end of the shroud and 
a portion of one of the jackets cable jacket s 

26- (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 23, 
further comprising an 0-ring disposed on the shroud for 
weatherproof ing the at least one plug connector* 

21. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 18, 
the at least one plug connector further comprising a shroud 
having a first end and a second end, wherein the shroud has at 
least one alignment indicia for indicating a mating orientation, 

28. (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 18, the at least one plug connector further comprising a 
shroud having a first end and a second end, the shroud has a 
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plurality of fingers for mating with a complementary receptacle/ 
wherein at least two of the fingers have different cross- 
sectional shapes p g e - f - i - loa - for keying the plug connector with the 
complementary receptacle, 

29: (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 18, 
the at least one plug connector having a protective cap and a 
retention wire, wherein the protective cap is attached to the at 
least one plug connector by a retention wire* 

30 • (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 18, a 
plurality of the components of the at least one plug connector 
being formed from a UV stabilized material. 

31. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 18, 
the cable having two plug connectors. 

32. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 18, 
the carrier section having a dry insert. 

33. (original) A preconnectorized outdoor cable, comprising: 

a messenger section, said messenger section comprising at 
least one strength component and a jacket of the messenger sectior 
surrounding the at least one strength component; 

a carrier section being a tubeless configuration that 
excludes a strength component^ the carrier section including at 
least one optical fiber and at least one water-swellable element 
disposed within a passageway of a jacket of the carrier section; 

a web connecting said respective jackets of the messenger 
.section and the carrier section; and 

at least one plug, connector r the at least one plug connector 
being attached to a first end of the cable, thereby connectorizinc 
a first end of the optical waveguide , wherein the at least one 
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plug connector includes a crimp housing and a connector assembly^, 
the crimp housing having two half-shells that secure a portion of 
the connector assembly therebetween > 

34. (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 33, - tho at loaot ono plug connector further oomprioing a 
crimp houoing, the crimp housing oempriaing two half - ohol - l - i> 7- the 
two half-shells having a curvilinear longitudinal passageway 
therethrough for routing the at least one optical waveguide to 
the connector assembly , and the two half-shells being held 
together by a crimp band- 

35. (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 33, the at IcQot ono plug conncctQr compris jf n ' g - a crimp 
■ aaacmbly and a connector aaoombly, whoroin the crimp aoGcmbly 
■includca a crimp houoing and a crimp band and the oonrxsotor 
asgcmbly included a connector houging --- a - Rd a ferrule the crimp 
housing being a portion of a crimp assembly that includes a crimp 
band for holding the crimp housing together and the connector 
assembly including a ferrule and a connector housing . 

36. (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 34, the crimp housing having at least one cable clamping 
portion^ the at least one cable clamping portion securing at 
least one strength component of the cable therein, 

37. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 34, 
one of the half-shells having at least one rib for securing the 
at least one strength component. 

38. (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 34, the two half -shells further comprising: 

at least one cable clamping portion, the at least one cable 
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clamping portion securing at least one strength component of the 
cable therein; and 

a connector assembly clamping portion, the connector 
assembly clamping portion securing a portion of the connector 
assembly therein . 

39. (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 33, further comprising a heat shrink tube for 
weatherproof ing the preconnectorized outdoor cable, the heat 
shrink. tube being disposed over a portion of the at least one 
plug connector and a portion of one of the jackets • 

40. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 33, 
the at least one plug connector further comprising a shroud 
having a first end and a second end, and a coupling nut. 

41 ► (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 40, 
the shroud defining a pair of openings on opposite sides of the 
first end, the opening extending lengthwise from a medial portion 
of the shroud to the first end of the shroud, wherein the ferrule 
is accessible within the first end of the shroud. 

42. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 40, 
further comprising a heat shfink tube for weatherproof ing the 
preconnectorized outdoor cable, the heat shrink tube being 
disposed about the second end of the shroud and a portion of one 
of the jackets oablo jacket , 

43. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 40, 
further comprising an 0-ring disposed on the shroud for 
weatherproof ing the at least one plug connector. 

44. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 33, 
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the at least one plug .connector further comprising a shroud 
having a first end and a second end, wherein the shroud has at 
least one alignment indicia for indicating a mating orientation. 

45- (currently amended) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of 
claim 33, the at least one plug connector further comprising a 
shroud having a first end and a second end, the shroud has a 
plurality of fingers for mating with a complementary receptacle, 
wherein at least two of the fingers have different cross- 
sectional shapes prof ilco for keying the plug connector with the 
complementary receptacle » 

46. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 33, 
the at least one plug connector having a protective cap and a 
retention wire, wherein the protective cap is attached to the at 
least one plug connector by a retention wire. 

47* (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 33, a 
plurality of the components of the at least one plug connector 
being formed from a UV stabilized material. 

48. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 33, 
the cable having two plug connectors. 

49. (original) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 33, 
the water-swellable element being a portion of a dry insert • 

50. (new) The preconnectorized outdoor cable of claim 33, the at 
least one plug connector further comprising a shroud and the 
crimp housing is at least partially disposed within the shroud, 
the shroud having two fingers for mating with a complementary 
receptacle, wherein the two fingers are disposed about 180 
degrees apart and have different cross-sectional shapes for 
keying the plug connector with the complementary receptacle. 
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